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Renato Labi  

IAFL FELLOW 

Hughes Fowler Carruthers 

London 

England 

Email: r.labi@hfclaw.com 

Website: www.hfclaw.com 

Profile 

Renato has wide experience in dealing with financial disputes within divorce 

proceedings and following cohabitation, including cross-border financial remedy and 

enforcement cases, and in complex private law children's cases. Peers describe him 

as ‘clever, resourceful and cool under pressure’, commending his ability to ‘turn over 

every stone to find the evidence needed.’ Renato acts for and against leading 

international high net worth figures, and he also has an excellent reputation in the 

finance and professional sector in London. 

Known for his tactical nous, he is highly recommended in the legal directories for his 

practice. Chambers UK highlights that Renato is respected for his expertise in 

matrimonial finance matters with trust and property issues and is ‘an extremely 

proficient practitioner who is notable for his calmness’ and having ‘particularly good 

bedside manner with clients.’ 

Languages Spoken: English 
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Alexandre Boiché 

IAFL FELLOW  

Alexandre Boiché & Associés 

Paris 

France  

Email: ab@aboiche.com 

Website: www.aboiche.com  

 

Profile 

Alexandre BOICHÉ has a Phd in private international law, he is avocat at the Paris bar 
since 2003. He is an accredited specialist in Family and International and European 
law.  

He is a specialist in international family litigation and notably conflicts of jurisdiction or 
conflicts of laws, recognition of foreign judgments. As such, he conducts numerous 
judicial training programs for colleagues in this domain both in France and abroad. 
Seeking to promote sustainable solutions, he also specializes in the drafting of 
international marriage contracts, divorce and parental authority agreements. He is also 
trained in collaborative law and as a mediator.  

He is a fellow of the IAFL, Treasurer of the Comité Français de Droit international 
privé.  

Since 2006, he has been an editor for the “Actualité Juridique Famille” law review 
edited by Dalloz.  

He is teaching private international law at the Science-Po Paris Law school.  

He is the founder of Alexandre Boiché & Associés law firm.  
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Daniela Ježová 

IAFL FELLOW  

JUDr. Daniela Ježová Law office 

Bratislava 

Slovakia 

Email: jezova@lawyer.com 

Website: www.jezova.sk 

Daniela is managing a law office which deals with International and European family law. 

Daniela lectured for almost 15 years at the Comenius University law faculty in Bratislava 

the International and European law, she published a lot of scientific articles in this area. 

She has also actively contributed to several conferences of family law such as 

international scientific conference Children in the Nett or the workshop about the Brusel 

IIa Recast in the relation to international abduction cases. She provides lectures also for 

practicing lawyers in Slovakia in Family law (C.H.Becks). She was selected as an expert 

to cooperate with European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) in regard to 

Update of the Handbook on European Law Relating to Rights of the Child. Daniela is IAFL 

fellow for Slovakia. 
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Divorce all over Europe

Renato Labi, England
Alexandre Boiché, France
Daniela Jezova, Slovakia

DIVORCE ALL OVER EUROPE

Jurisdiction for divorce proceedings in different systems

• Lis pendens

• Forum conveniens

Requirements for divorce in different jurisdictions 

• Fault-based divorce?

• Habitual residence

Applicable law and recognition of foreign divorce orders

• Rome III

• Any issues in any jurisdiction regarding recognition of non-EU divorce/financial orders?

CASE 1: SLOVAKIA – AUSTRIA

• Family lived in Austria near the Slovak border; daily life centered in Bratislava (30-minutes)
• Children and wife did not speak German; social, educational, and leisure activities were in Slovakia.
• Wife employed in Slovakia, doctors in Slovakia, husband entrepreneur – Slovakia / Austria,

• Ownership – Slovakia apartment, Austria family house
• Dual filling – Austria and Slovakia – Slovakia later –paused proceedings due to lis pendens

• Austria – first instance – no jurisdiction – habitual residency in Slovakia
• In the meantime abduction case started in Slovakia as wife left family home to their apartment in 

Slovakia  - Slovakian first instance – habitual residence in Slovakia

• Austria – second instance – habitual residence in Austria
• Sleepovers vs. daily life – importance in habitual residence 

• Slovakia – urgent measures – Art. 15 Bt
• Austria – using Art. 12 para 2 Bt – transfer of jurisdiction in divorce case
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CASE 2:FRANCE - ENGLAND

• Before Brexit, but similar situation could arise today between European jurisdictions

• Husband French citizen, wife Singaporean citizen and then French by marriage,

• Marriage in France with a French marriage contract of separation of property

• Couple lived in Japan than in London, a child born in Japan

• Wife file for divorce in England, the day she filed she served the husband at midday on at his

office 

•  the same day the husband file in France no indication at what time the petition was filed by the 

husband

• Case before the French court on which jurisdiction was seized first

• Differences is the case has been heard in England first

• What will be the consequences of a same situation between France and England after Brexit

CASE 3: ENGLAND - EUROPEAN COUNTRY 

(KV V KV (NO 2) [2024] EWFC 359) 

• UHNW couple with homes in England, Switzerland, France, and ‘Country E’

• Wife issued divorce in England; husband filed weeks later in Country E – no lis pendens rule 

• Husband disputed jurisdiction, saying the wife was habitually resident not in England but in 
Country E

• Husband said if habitual residence of wife was England, the correct forum was Country E

• Court found it had jurisdiction as wife was habitually resident in England: fact-based “centre of 

life” test - children’s schooling, home, animals and social ties in England showed settled life 
there despite global mobility. 

• England held to be the most appropriate forum. The court considered location of assets, the 
husband’s transfer of assets into foreign trusts, potential difficulties with enforcement of financial 

orders in Country E.

CASE 4: FRANCE - IRELAND (HABITUAL RESIDENCE) 

• French man married to and Irish woman in France 

• The couple live in Ireland they have a house in Ireland, children borne in Ireland and sutdied in 

Ireland, 

• The wife has a job in Ireland 

• The husband unemployed during few years find a job in France,

• During one year and half he shares his time between Paris (Monday to Thursday) and Dublin 
(Thursday to Monday) 

• The husband filed for divorce in France based on his habitual residence in Paris since more 
than 6 months and his French nationality

• The wife filed in Ireland and challenge the French jurisdiction based on the lack of habitual 
residence of the husband in France 

• Is it possible for a person to have 2 habitual residences ? 
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CASE 5: SLOVAKIA – AUSTRALIA

• Husband living in Australia, wife and child in Slovakia – all Australian citizens

• Husband filled divorce in Australia first, wife in Slovakia second

• Based on Slovak private international law – no lis pendens rule 

• Important is who decides first, both court did proceed

• Here in this case Australia decided first

• All property only in Australia – property case in Australia

• Custody case in Slovakia – habitual residency of the child

• Child support decided meantime in Australia

• Still pending case – 7 years
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