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IAFL ANNUAL MEETING IN DUBLIN 

TOP TIPS FOR SEPTEMBER 2026  

This list was put together by local Fellow Justin Spain and his wife, Sarah. 

Museums, Gallery’s and Fun outings 

1. The National Gallery of Ireland.   
Website: https://www.nationalgallery.ie 
Merrion Square and Clare St, Eircode D02 K303. Admission is free. 
The Irish art is a must see, as is the portrait gallery.  There is a café and gift shop 
onsite. 
 

2. Kilmainham Gaol (book in advance) 
Website: https://www.kilmainhamgaolmuseum.ie 
A former prison where many of Ireland’s political prisoners were incarcerated and 
executed. This is for anyone interested in Irelands fight for independence. You 
must book a tour in advance as access is limited. Located Inchicore, Dublin D08 
RK28 Tel 01 453 5984. Access Monday to Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 4:15p.m. Tours are 
30 – 45 minutes. Worth doing! 
 

3. The Viking Splash Tour (fun!) 
Website: https://vikingsplashdublin.ie 
A fun tour where you learn about Dublin’s heritage, see Christchurch Cathedral, 
St Patrick’s Cathedral and cruise along the Grand Canal basin. The tour lasts 1 
hour 15 mins on an amphibious vehicle from WW2 that goes on to the water. It is 
a bit of fun as well as a good way to see Dublin.  
 

4. Jameson Distillery Bow Street Tour 
Website: https://www.jamesonwhiskey.com 
Bow St, Smithfield Dublin, Eircode D07 N9VH Tel 353 1 8072355. 
The tour lasts 45 minutes and costs € 31 per adult. It is very popular so book 1 
month ahead, free cancellation up to 24 hours in advance. 
 

5. Powerscourt Estate and Gardens 
Website: https://powerscourt.com 
The House and gardens are well worth a visit. Wonderful ornamental and oriental 
gardens in Wicklow about 45 minutes from the hotel.  Enjoy a walk around the 
magnificently curated gardens with lunch and shopping in the old house.   
Gardens are open 9:30 to 17:30, costs € 14 per adult, € 5.50 per child (U16) 
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It is a 30-minute drive from the city centre, Eircode A98 PD79. 
 

6. Walk the Dun Laoghaire Piers 
West Pier (take DART from Sandymount station (5 mins from the Intercontinental 
hotel) to Salthill/Monkstown station. Keep the seashore on your left side to walk 
to the beginning of the west pier. There’s usually a soft ice cream cone available at 
the hatch at the start of the pier.  Afterwards, have a swim in the sea or head to 
Monkstown village with a selection of quaint shops and cafes. Monkstown is a 2-
minute walk from Salthill Dart station.   
East Pier (take DART to Dun Laoghaire station) go left out of the station, you will 
see the Pier with a band stand.  There are food trucks for a light snack at the start 
of the walk.  There are plenty of food stalls, cafes and bars in the area.   
 

7. Jeanie Johnston Famine Ship,  
Website: https://jeanieJohnston.ie 
50-minute tour: Custom House Quay opposite the Hilton Hotel. Tours Monday to 
Sunday 10 am to 4:30 pm, Adults Tickets € 16. 
 

8. The Howth Cliff Walk 
Website: https://alltrails.com 
Four wonderful waymarked loop trails starting from Howth Dart station.  You can 
also take a boat trip across the bay to Dun Laoghaire from Howth Pier. 
 

9. St Patricks Cathedral 
Website: https://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie  
Dublin’s oldest and tallest church was dedicated to the national saint in 1191.  Its 
most famous Dean was Jonathan Swift, author of Gulliver’s travels. His epitaph 
can be seen in the cathedral.  Benjamin Guinness (Brewer) paid for a 
reconstruction of the Cathedral in the 19th century, and his son Arthur donated a 
stain glass window of Rebecca at the well with the motto “I was thirsty and ye gave 
me drink”. 
 

10. Royal Hospital Kilmainham (with Irish Museum of Modern Art) 
Website: https://rhk.ie 
Inspired by Les Invalides in Paris, this 17th century building which comprises the 
Great Hall, Chapel and a vast courtyard, now houses the Irish Museum of Modern 
Art and the Italianate formal garden and surrounding grounds enhance the 
enjoyment of any visit. 
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11. The Irish National Stud with Japanese Gardens (outside Dublin) 
Website: https://irishnationalstud.ie 
This is the centre of the Irish racehorse industry.  Located 45 minutes from Dublin 
in Tully , County Kildare the National Stud offers a visitors experience and tours of 
the Japanese and St Fiachra’s Garden.  Well worth a visit if you are passing that 
way.  There is also the Kildare Village shopping destination close by for some retail 
therapy.   

Shopping  

1. Grafton Street Shopping 
Website: https://www.brownthomas.com 
This is our most iconic shopping street, known as much for the meeting of 
acquaintances as for the shopping.  It’s where shopping is interrupted with cafés, 
pubs and street busking to form an ambience of craic! Grafton St is where you will 
find our famous Brown Thomas Department store with all the designer brands.  
There are lots of little shops and cafes off the main thorough fare to explore. 
Brown Thomas 88-95 Grafton St, Dublin D02 VF65 
 

2. The Powerscourt Town House (circa 1774) 
Website: https://www.powerscourtcentre.ie 
Here you will find a mixture of antiques, clothing, homeware and cafés around a 
central courtyard that was once the town house of Viscount Powerscourt. 
Where: 59 William St South D02 HF95 (parallel to Grafton St) 
 

3. Kilkenny Design 
Website: https://www.kilkennydesign.com 
You will find all sorts of good quality Irish brands here, fashion, jewellery, gifts and 
homeware with a café upstairs. 
Where: 6 Nassau St, Dublin 2 Eircode D02 W865 (opposite Trinity College) 
 

4. Avoca Shop & Café (Suffolk St) 
Website: https://avoca.com 
Plenty of Irish high-quality goods on many levels of this shop with a café at the top.  
This is a great place to browse and pick up a few treats and gifts. 

Cafés 

1. Bewley’s Café (began 1835) 
Website: https://bewleysgraftonstreet.com 
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For 100 years Bewley’s café has been at the heart of Dublin’s society with James 
Joyce, WB Yeats and Samuel Becket all frequent customers.  Enjoy the stain glass 
windows and fabulous pastries.  It is well known for its afternoon Tea. 
Where: 78-79 Grafton St, Eircode D02 K033 
 

2. The Winding Stairs Bookshop and Café 
Website: https://windingstair.com 
This is named after the Yeats poem in honour of its winding staircase. It looks over the 
river Liffey with a view of our famous Ha’penny bridge. 
This is a place that has been a gathering spot for artists, writers and musicians.  The 
food is good honest home cooking sourced from local producers. 
Where: 40 Ormond Quay Lower, D01 R9Y5 
 

3. Avoca Café Suffolk Street 
Website: https://avoca.com 
Delicious brunch or lunch with some shopping on the side.  Full of great quality Irish 
goods and locally sourced foods. 
 

Pubs and Bars 

1. The Horseshoe Bar in the Shelbourne Hotel.  
Website: https://shelbourne.com 
Cocktails, champagne, wine or select from their incredible menu of worldwide 
Whiskeys. Special whiskey tastings can be booked. 
 

2. Dylans’s Bar and Terrace,  
www.dylan.ie 
Dylan Hotel, Eastmoreland Place, Dublin 4 (high end cocktails, drinks and 
afternoon tea) 
 

3. The Hairy Lemon, Website: https://thehairylemon.ie 
41-42 Stephen St Lower, Dublin 2, 500m from Grafton St. 
 

4. John Kehoe’s Pub 
Website: https://kehoesdublin.ie 
 9 South Ann St, Dublin 2, is just off Grafton St and is 200 years old with snugs. 
 
 

https://thehairylemon.i/
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5. McDaid’s, 
Website: https://mcdaidsmappway.com 
 3 Harry St, Dublin 2, is just off Grafton St and is associated with Dublin’s literary 
heritage with Brendan Behan, Patrick Kavanagh and W B Yeats all previous 
regulars. 
 

6. The Stags Head,  
Website: https://stagshead.ie 
1 Dame Ct, Dublin 2, is an old-style pub with Victorian Architecture, wrought- iron  
chandeliers, old barrels and ceiling-high mirrors. 
 

7. Café En Seine, 
Website: https://www.cafeenseine.ie 
 40 Dawson St Dublin 2 is a modern bar with Art Deco-style interior with doric 
columns and glass panelled ceilings. 

 
Restaurants 
There are lots of great restaurants recommended on the IAFL site for your Dublin visit. 
Here are a few of our favourites should you need a recommendation: 
 
1. Forest Avenue 

Website: https://forestavenuerestaurant.ie 
8 Sussex Terrace D04 WY62 Tel 01 667 8337 (1 Michelin star) 

2. The Ivy 
Website: https://ivycollection.com 
 13-17 Dawson St D02 TF98 Tel 07 695 0744 

3. Peploes 
Website: https://peploes.com 
16 St Stephens Green D02 KF34 Tel 01 6763144 

4. Ely Wine Bar 
Website: https://elywinebar.ie 
22 Ely Place Tel 01 676 8986 

5. Crudo (close to intercontinental Hotel) 
Website: https://www.crudo.ie 
Sandymount Village, casual, relaxed, Italian fare 

6. The Purty Kitchen  
Website: https://purtykitchen.com 
After a walk or swim in Monkstown /Salthill try cocktails and dinner 


